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BOOK EEYIEWS 



WoED-BoOK OF VntGlNlA FOLK-SPKECH. By Dr. B. W. Green. Richmond, 
Virginia. Published by William Ellis Jones. 1899. 
The editor has not had the time to give this work the attention 
■which it deserves. Dr. Green is to be congratulated as being the first 
serious pioneer in a region of study which holds out great results. 
The subject makes the strongest appeal to scholarly tastes, and Dr. 
Green will deservedly rank high with the future scholars of Virginia 
as being the first to give the real impetus to the study. I take it that 
the Doctor in representing the "Folk-Speech" of Virginia proposes to 
represent it as it was spoken in the past, rather than as it is spoken 
now. The pronunciation of Virginia names given by Dr. Green must 
refer, of course, to the period antecedent to the Revolution, for only 
then can it be said that the names were generally called as he gives 
ihem. Perhaps some of the words given by him were either local or 
the jargon of illiterate negroes, and obtained no real admission into 
the language of the people. On the other hand, many words that sound 
■clownish enough to us at this time were excellent English a hundred 
years ago; and are properly included in Dr. Green's catalogue. But all 
this shows the great possibilities of the study, and diminishes to no 
real extent the obligations we are under to Dr. Green for his toilsome 
and patriotic work. 

.Some Notable Famiiies of America. By Anna Robinson Watson. 
New York. 1898. 
Under this title the author summarizes the ancestry of her immediate 
family. The grouping together of ancestral lines, ending in one family 
of children and printed for present use, is itself a commendable plan. 
Mrs. Watson has for many years been a successful writer of magazine 
articles, an ardent student of Folk-love, belonging to the Folk-Love 
Club, and was at one time president of the Nineteenth Century Club 
of Memphis, Tennessee. The families which pass under notice are 
nearly all of Virginia origin, and bear the well-known names of Taylor, 
AUerton, Willoughby, Brewster, Thompson, Madison, Lee, Strother, 
Warner, Reade, Lewis, Meriwether, Walker, Maury, Thornton and 
Hornsby. The book is printed on beautiful paper, and tastefully illus- 
trated by Miss Bessie 0. Grinnan, daughter of Dr. Andrew G. Grinnan, 
of Madison coxmty, Virginia. 

Washington and the Theatre. By Paul Leicester Ford. New York. 
The Dunlap Society. 
Mr. Ford is one of the few writers that has excelled both as a novelist 
:and historian. The two characters seem to require dififerent elements of 
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mind, for the free use which the novelist generally makes of the imagi- 
nation is repugnant to the exactness necessary in historical research. 
Nevertheless, Mr. Ford has attained eminence as the author of the 
Son. Peter Sterling, which in no wise interferes with the credit due to 
him as the discriminating editor of Jefferson's Works and the author 
of other historical productions. In the work under review Mr. Ford 
presents Washington in the aspect of a Virginia theatre-goer. This 
involves a comparatively extended account of the theatre in Virginia 
and America, and Mr. Ford presents many unfamiliar facts hitherto 
buried in the flies of old newspapers. I cannot agree, however, in award- 
ing to New York and Charleston the priority of claim in the first 
patronage of the mimic art. Mr. Ford seems to forget that fifty years 
before the date (1702) given by him the exciting play of "The Bear 
and the Cub" had been played in Accomac (Campbell's History of Vir- 
ginia.) And though this clearly gives the prior right to Virginia, it is 
not to be supposed that there were not frequent plays at Jamestown 
under the rule of Sir William Berkeley, himself a play-writer and a 
frequenter of the theatre. Nor is it "presumable" that the play 
acted before the governor in 1718 was played by the boys- at the College 
of William and Mary. The presumption is in another direction when 
all the facts are considered. There is on record in York county a con- 
tract dated 1716 between William Levingston, merchant, and Charles 
Stagg and Mary, his wife, actors, by which they agreed to build a 
theatre in Williamsburg, and to provide actors, scenery and music out 
of England for the enacting of comedies and tragedies in the said city. 
On November 21, 1716, William Levingston purchased lots 163, 164 and 
169 from the town trustees, to which were added lots 176 and 177. On 
the first three he built his theatre, dwelling-house, stable and kitchen, 
and in the area around laid out his bowling green of "an acre and 
a half," and "his garden" of same dimensions. On May 29, 1721, he 
mortgaged this property to Archibald Blair, gent., for 500 years; but 
Levingston defaulting in the payment, Blair brought an ejectment suit, 
and was on December 16, 1723, granted a writ of possession. As, how- 
ever, Charles Stagg continued in Williamsburg till his death in 1735, 
when his inventory was recorded in York Court, the presimiption is 
that he continued his plays at the play-house. There is the mention of 
a deed dated February 20, 1735, by which John Blair, executor of Archi- 
bald Blair, conveyed the property to Dr. Gteorge Gilmer for £155, and 
the latter sometime after, for £50, sold the play-house and six feet all 
around to a stock company consisting of thirty-one of the first men of 
the colony. It would seem as if something more was intended than 
plays by college boys, but we are bare of newspapers after 1738 for 
many years. Certain it is that in 1745 the theatre "had not been put 
to any use for several years;" and in that year, on the humble suppli- 
cation of the city authorities, the theatre was surrendered by the 
company of shareholders to the corporation of Williamsburg for a 
Town Hall. In September, 1751, Benjamin Waller sold to Alexander 
Finnie two lots on the east side of East street (eastern boundary) near 
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the Capitol, and on these lots the company of comedians from New York 
constructed "The New Theatre," a wooden building, which Lewis Hal- 
lam and his company repaired and improved the following year. The 
city, after the construction of the present court-house in 1769, sold the 
old theatre lots in 1770 to John Tazewell, Esq., from whom they came to 
Judge St. George Tucker, and they are now owned by his granddaughter, 
Mrs. Cynthia Tucker Coleman. The old theatre, the iirst building of 
its kind in the United States, stood on the northeast corner of Nichol- 
son street and the Palace Green. In excavating there a year ago its 
foundations were clearly exposed to view. 

Lbttebs of Washington and Accompanying Papkbs. Published by the 
Society of Colonial Dames of America. Edited by Stanislaus Mur- 
ray Hamilton. Vol. I., 1752-'56. Boston and New York: Houghton, 
Mifflin & Co. 1898. 
"This work is dedicated to the historians of the country, and to all 
true patriots who sympathize with reverently preserving every record 
touching upon the life of the Father of the Country." Certainly the 
historian and the patriot have every reason to be thankful for this fine 
volume. It is one in regard to which the critic should have no words 
but praise. It is quite as interesting as a volume of Washington's own 
.correspondence; for here we have the best minds of the country in com- 
munion with him. We have variety, too, and variety is the spice of 
reading as well as of life. The ladies are doing a great work in his- 
tory, and the next volume will be impatiently awaited by the reading 
public. 

The Stoet of the Civii, War. A concise account of the war in the 
United States of America between 1861 and 1865. By John Cod- 
man Ropes, LL.D. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York a,nd London. 
1898. Part II. The Campaign of 1862. 

This is the second part of an exceedingly valuable work which is to 
be issued in four parts. It is told in a style of judicial seriousness, and, 
despite its origin in the North, manifests the most conscientious desire 
to treat the South fairly. It may not do this in all cases, but it is to 
Mr. Ropes' credit that no man will lightly contradict his statements, 
which bears upon their face the appearance of most careful considera- 
tion. This second part begins with the story of the capture of Fort 
Donelson and the battle of Shiloh, and concludes with the battle of 
Fredericksburg. The narrative is finely sustained, and the splendid 
grouping of events shows a masterly grasp of details on the part of the 
author. One rises from the perusal with a higher notion, if possible, 
of the bravery in battle of the Northern and Southern soldiers. 

Probably the most notable thing about the book is the freedom taken 
by Mr. Ropes with the character of Mr. Lincoln. The fortunate issue 
for the North of the great struggle and his martyrdom by Booth have 
invested Mr. Lincoln in the eyes of most Northern writers with a fic- 
titious infalibility which any serious study of the facts renders down- 



